Pedal Power
July 2020
www.BayViewBikeClub.org

The Prez Sez
By Joe Fischer

Let’s start with the “news” and some updates. Or more accurately the “news” in review—since we have tried to keep
you abreast of changes as they have materialized.
First a few updates. It was our turn to host the Coalition Picnic this year with the Spinners and Cream City bike clubs.
The ride and picnic have been canceled. We will take our turn to host the ride and picnic next year—God willing, and
the creek don’t rise—as the saying goes.
I thought maybe we could host a virtual picnic. Everyone could join a zoom call and watch me grill 30 burgers and
brats—live!—while sitting at home on your couch consuming the entire bowl of fruit salad, or pan of brownies you
otherwise would have brought. Doesn’t that sound like fun? ………….…actually, the pan of brownies sounds pretty good.
And speaking of virtual events, this year’s Tour de Cure fund raiser ride, sponsored by the American Diabetes
Association (ADA), is scheduled for August 8th and will be a virtual ride/walk. Over the past two years our club has
supported the local ride serving as ride marshals, route marking in advance of the ride, and staffing rest stops.
Obviously, none of those services will be required this year.
You may have detected a note (or symphony?) of disdain in my previous comments about virtual events--and you would
be correct (insofar as it pertains to purely “social” activities). But that does not mean the cause is not important or
worthy of support. They have few, if any viable, alternatives for fund raising activities and are doing the best they can to
raise money. If you wish to participate in the event and support the ADA (and perhaps qualify for a cool t shirt or bike
jersey) you can check it out here using the link below.
http://main.diabetes.org/site/TR/TourdeCure/TourAdmin?fr_id=13016&pg=entry

News in review. Tuesday morning rides began on June 23 and have been held every Tuesday since then. Thanks to
Jody Kitzinger, Roger Bennaton and Linda Roessl for leading the Tuesday morning rides! (I hope I have not missed
mentioning anyone). We don’t have the numbers tallied yet, but the rides appear to be generally well attended.
This year we do not have the luxury of relying on Jeff Schmidt to lead every Tuesday morning ride as he has for the last
several years (not to mention enjoying the home made treats he brings to share at rest stops). Like many of us, Jeff is
curtailing the number of rides he is doing and has opted out of leading Tuesday morning rides this year. We miss you
Jeff and look forward to riding and “rest stopping" with you in the future.
Do not assume there will be a ride every Tuesday. Continue to check our Facebook page for updates and notices—when
and where etc. And remember, since these rides usually start in Milwaukee at the Beulah Brinton community center, all
riders are expected to bring a mask and comply with the City of Milwaukee ordinance before and during the ride.
Speaking of masks. Our policy for weekend rides has not changed. Masks are optional. To eliminate uncertainty, we
removed routes in the City of Milwaukee from our weekend ride schedule. See the updated ride schedule below and on
our website.
We began weekend rides on May 30. I am pleased to report that we have averaged 20 riders per ride. Not record
breaking by any means, but higher than I would have predicted back in May. As you can see from Rich Temple’s article
our membership is down, which is understandable. Why would someone who does not feel comfortable with group
rides pay to belong to a bike club? Interesting though, is the number of new members that have joined this year and,
based on some recent email inquiries, I think we will soon be adding a couple more. Welcome!!!
Many of our board members have served multiple years, and over those years we have joked amongst ourselves that we
sometimes feel like the picnic planning committee. (That is a grossly oversimplified exaggeration but does contain
elements of truth. Generally, there are quite a few events throughout the year that the club sponsors or participates in
that require the board’s attention).
We have often wished we had more time to spend discussing actual bicycling - be careful what you wish for.
Unburdened with activities that require planning, we have spent our board meetings doing just that. Discussing cycling;
and how, when, where and IF we do that in this ever changing environment. (thought I was going to go for the overused
line we hear about 100 time a day………….”during these unprecedented and challenging times”…….. blah, blah blah? Are
you as sick of that as I am?).
We have had many lengthy discussions and healthy debates. Decisions have not been made lightly and were not always
unanimous.
In the end we decided to ride. We are after all a bicycle club. Some members do not wish to ride and that is their
prerogative. But many do.
Our guiding principal is, and will continue to be, to provide those members who wish to participate in group rides with
the opportunity do so, where and when permitted and in accordance with local rules and ordinances. We encourage
safe practices, but we will not impose any rules beyond what is required of us. We made changes to our pre ride
procedures to encourage participation; eliminating the requirement to sign in, providing the option to print your own
cue sheets at home.
A complete list of our ride policies can be found on our website, and at the bottom of the weekly ride email that Rich
Temple sends out. (Glad to have you back doing that Rich. The last guy who sent those emails was no fun at all).
Wow. Still reading? Guess I got a little wordy there.
Keep checking our website, Facebook page and your email for updates. Things can change pretty fast.

And remember, when you hear the admonition
admonition—"during
"during these uncertain and challenging times” ………..try not to throw
up on your shoes.
And try to have some Fun out there!

Membership Notes
By Rich Temple

Just a reminder that there is still time to renew your membership for the 2020 ride season (last year’s memberships
expired on March 31st). Since I haven’t been able to get to many rides this year, I am still mailing membership cards out
so you can get your sweeeet W&S discount on some cool new bike gear.
I encourage you to use the club website to renew your membership, I think it’s easier for you and it’s definitely easier for
Dean, Joe and me.
We have had ten new members join since the last newsletter, please welcome Arvind Narayan, David Cheever, Harriet
Pfersch, Laurie Hushek, Mark Steckhahn, Matthew Turner, Nancy Notley, Sam Cichanowic
Cichanowicz,
z, Ted Maus and Vicki
Samolyk to the BVBC. Including the renewals that have come in, we are up to 134 members for the 2020 season so far.

CHRIS’ SLOW ROLL – CHRIS KEGEL FOUNDATION,
ON, INC.
August 1st-29th, 2020
Join us for our 5th annual, one-of-a-kind,
kind, stupendously fun, family
family-friendly Chris’ Slow Roll:
Roll now with a new twist!
To keep all of our riders safe this year, we have opted to do things differently. Instead of a huge ride and gathering
of thousands of friends and riders, we are encouraging everyone to SLOW ROLL… ON YOUR OWN.
This event is free-of-charge with VIP Registrations still available, and is open to all people of all ages. Participate
with 3 easy steps:
#1: Go for a Bike Ride

#2: Upload a Picture

#3: Go the Extra Mile!

- We recommend a 10 mile route (need

- Preferably in a Chris’ Slow Roll

- Support the our mission by

ideas? click here) but any route will do!

Yellow T Shirt (get one here)

becoming a VIP participant

- Ride anywhere in the month of

- Upload a photo to Facebook or This

- Upload your Slow Roll route on the

August with friends or family (Aug 1-

Form to be a part of the bigger

free, easy to use RideSpot app for an

29th)

picture!

extra prize!

Ride Control Central
By Andy Sikorski

This is a reminder that unless otherwise communicated by the board, all BVBC rides start at 9:00 am from May through
September. Individuals who choose to start at a different time are considered to be riding separately from the club. It is
important for safety and insurance reasons that all riders are present and attentive during the pre-ride briefing to
ensure they are aware of any special instructions or conditions related to the route, the weather, etc.
Occasionally, due to weather or other circumstances, an optional earlier start time may be offered. Note that this is only
possible when there is adequate Ride Coordinator coverage for both start times. Since the Ride Coordinator is
responsible for: logging the names of riders who are present, supplying cue sheets, ensuring that any guests sign the
insurance waiver, and conducting the pre-ride briefing - this is not something which can be easily done ‘on the fly’.
On those rare occasions when a different or additional start time is being offered, it will be announced via the weekly
ride email and the corresponding Facebook post.

Click on this link https://bayviewbikeclub.org/ to access specific ride details.












Please REFRAIN from riding with the club if you are not feeling well, or have a known exposure to COVID-19.
We do not require masks, but suggest that you carry one to use prior to and following the ride and at rest stops
or other situations when proper social distancing cannot be maintained. If you are more comfortable wearing a
mask during the group ride, you are welcome to do so.
Effective as of July 16, 2020, the city of Milwaukee has implemented a mask mandate, therefore, we now ask
all riders to wear masks in compliance with Milwaukee’s mask ordinance during any portion of club rides
which enter into the city of Milwaukee.
Maintain proper social distancing of at least 6 feet between bikes and people, and pay special attention to social
distancing when stopped at intersections or when passing other cyclists or pedestrians.
To reduce risks of entering the airflow of another cyclist, be sure to maintain much more distance when riding
behind someone, or altogether avoid being directly behind another cyclist, either by traveling side by side, when
it may safely be done, or by moving together in a staggered formation.
Club members will not be required to sign in. The ride coordinator will note attendance and record distances for
rider points. Guests will be required to sign in for insurance purposes.
Copies of the cue sheets and maps will be attached to the weekly ride email for members to print at home and
bring to the ride (cue sheets/maps will continue to be available at the ride start).
Note that rest room facilities at the ride starting locations and rest stops may not be available.

Bay View Bicycle Club
Rider Points – Andy Sikorski
Below, is the first Rider Points Report of the season - it’s in a different format than in past years. Since the total
number of members who have ridden at least once is still relatively low, I’ve listed the detail of how many points each
person has received for each ride.
Feel free to review the
he points you’ve been credited with and email me with any corrections (ajsikorski@hotmail.com).
With the changes to club procedures for this season, I’m still trying to perfect my new method of logging riders who
are present. It’s definitely a bit more difficult
ifficult to confirm the accuracy of my entries - after all, I can no longer blame
everyone else’s penmanship (only my own sloppy note taking).
Note that I haven’t yet incorporated the Tuesday rider points – watch for those to be updated by next month’s report.
rep
Also remember that if you haven’t yet paid your membership renewal for 2020, your name won’t appear on the list.

Newsletter
By Diane Yurasovich

Don’t forget, all club members are welcomed and encouraged to submit articles of interest and pictures to the
newsletter.

Newsletter@BayViewBikeClub.org

President Joe Fischer
Info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Vice President Mike Dix
Info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Ride Chair Andy Sikorski
Info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Membership Rich Temple

Membership-info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Treasurer Dean Mowery

Treasurer@BayViewBikeClub.org

Secretary Jill Litzenberg
Info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Newsletter Editor Diane Yurasovich
Newsletter@BayViewBikeClub.org

BVBC Mailing Address
Bay View Bicycle Club
PO Box 070455
Bay View, WI 53207

Club Website
Thanks Dean for keeping our websit
website updated!
www.BayViewBikeClub.org

Facebook
Check out our club Facebook page for up-to-date
date information and events.

Bike Fed Group Riding Information
Please see the link below for the Bike Fed’s brochure on group riding safety. It is a great learning tool for new riders and
a good refresher for seasoned riders. Let’s be safe out there!
http://wisconsinbikefed.org/wp
http://wisconsinbikefed.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/2013-GROUPRIDINGREV.pdf
GROUPRIDINGREV.pdf

A Word About Your Electronic Information
Your privacy is important to us. We don't share any of our membership information with anyone. We don't sell or
forward your email address to any outside organizations. The BVBC board has decided not to make our member names,
addresses or e-mails available electronically
ically to members. We will continue to print a paper membership directory
available in June. With very few exceptions, all of the ee-mails
mails you get from us will be directly related to club activities
Please don't ask us to forward any e-mails
mails to our membe
membership. We don't do that. If you would like to share your
experiences about a particular ride, feel free to do that in the newsletter. Many bicycle event organizers ask us to
forward information about their ride to our members. In order to limit the number of e-mails
mails you get from the club, we
don't forward e-mails
mails from outside organizations. We will publish information about rides, events etc if it is submitted
to the newsletter.

Let’s Be Safe Out There!

