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The Prez Sez
By Joe Fischer

There is not a lot for me to write about this month—again. Not that there are not a lot of good things
going on with the club.
We just ordered club jerseys and t-shirts which should be delivered in a couple of weeks, we have a
couple of cool social outings coming up, we are hosting a rest stop for the Tour de Cure ride on July 14,
we are acquiring a feather banner to use for club activities like the rest stop and some of our social
activities (you know, meet at such and such a park, look for us by the feather banner) , we are planning
on having our July meeting at a beer garden, Andy has probably invented two more new routes, and by
the time you read this we will have had the Past Presidents picnic.
So it’s not that we don’t have anything going on, my dilemma is the other board members are taking
care of everything and once again leaving me with nothing to do or write about. On the plus side, I excel
at doing nothing. We have a great board that keeps this club running. All I have to do is host a few
board meetings and feed them occasionally. They do all the rest. Check out the details in the rest of the
newsletter.
PS. On a personal note, some of you have asked why you have not seen me on a ride lately, or maybe
all year. I have been on the DL for most of the year (for you non-baseball fans, that is the Disabled List)
but plan to be back riding in a couple of weeks.
There are a couple of versions of what happened. See which one you prefer
There I was riding my bike in a quiet neighborhood watching a small group of young children playing as I
rode swiftly past. (I lost you at “swiftly” didn’t I). Suddenly a ferocious pack of large rabid dogs
appeared from nowhere and began to chase after the children. I leapt from my bike and jumped
between the children and the dogs, fending off their brutal attack with my water bottle. I saved the
children, vanquished the dogs, but wound up in the hospital recovering from my many wounds.
— or —
I’m old.
(Rich Temple, did you really think I was going to tell the whole joke? Actually, I tried, but it did not get
past the censors (that would be Jill). For the rest of you, ask me about it when you see me next, I will be
happy to tell you off the record.
And let’s have fun out there! See you soon.
Joe

********************************

Bike Fed Group Riding Information
Please see the link below for the Bike Fed’s brochure on group riding safety. It is a great learning tool for
new riders and a good refresher for seasoned riders. Let’s be safe out there!
http://wisconsinbikefed.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/2013-GROUPRIDINGREV.pdf

Words from our VP
By Mike Dix

Membership Meeting & Ride – July 16
The July membership meeting will be held at the Estabrook Park Beer Garden at 7pm. The Beer Garden
is located along the bike trail, next to the Milwaukee River in Estabrook Park between Capital and
Hampton in Milwaukee. There is beer, non-beer, and food. Address: 4600 Estabrook Drive
Possible Ride at 6:00PM – watch for details when the date gets closer
Beverages, food, socializing @ 7:00PM (bring your beer mug, wine glass, & money)

May Speaker
The guest speaker for our May membership meeting was Steve Whitford, co-owner of South Shore
Cyclery. Steve spoke to us about tires, tubes and all things wheels. Thank you Steve!

A Word About Your Electronic Information
Your privacy is important to us. We don't share any of our membership information with anyone. We
don't sell or forward your email address to any outside organizations. The BVBC board has decided not
to make our member names, addresses or e-mails available electronically to members. We will continue
to print a paper membership directory available in June. With very few exceptions, all of the e-mails you
get from us will be directly related to club activities
Please don't ask us to forward any e-mails to our membership. We don't do that. If you would like to
share your experiences about a particular ride, feel free to do that in the newsletter. Many bicycle
event organizers ask us to forward information about their ride to our members. In order to limit the
number of e-mails you get from the club, we don't forward e-mails from outside organizations. We will
publish information about rides, events etc if it is submitted to the newsletter.

**************************

Club Website
Thank you Dean Mowery for keeping our club website up-to-date.
Check it out!
www.BayViewBikeClub.org
Thanks Dean!

Membership Notes
By Mike Smiley

We continue to set new membership records. We are now up to 180 members.
Please welcome these new members who have joined in the past month:
James Davies
Paul Dupont
Mark Medina

Craig Meyer
Andrew Patzer

Mary Frances Pokrzywinski
Ken Wilcox

There are still some printed rosters available. I will have them with me on any weekend rides that I do
for the next month or so.
See you on the road!
Mike Smiley
Membership Chair
membership-info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Social Events
By Kim Lamers

Hello Fellow Riders,
I have reserved Kayaking at Milwaukee Kayak Company for Tue. July 24th. Arrive at 5:00 and launch at
5:30. Kayak discounted rate for us is $25 and $40 for double kayak or canoe. We can go out for 2 to 2
1/2 hours and then have dinner at the Twisted Fisherman afterward. They are reserving 10 kayaks and 2
tandems for sure but please reply to me via email at socail@bayviewbikeclub.org. The emails come
right to my phone.
Thank you To Susie Thaller for planning the bike ride for the Bay View annual gallery night. It was very
fun and community service tied into one. If anyone else has ideas to share please e-mail me to post or
send club email or post them on our Facebook page.
By the time this newsletter is sent out, we will have gone to listen to music in Bay View at “Chill on the
Hill”.
I hope to see some of you at rides by early July. I'm having minor surgery on my big toe to fix an injury.
Kim Lamers
Social@BayViewBikeClub.org

Dumbbells for Seniors
By Dick Knepper

My name is Dick Knepper. I am the founder and past president of the Bay View Bicycle Club. I have
developed an exercise program call “Dumbbells for Seniors”, but it is not just for seniors. It is a one hour
exercise program using your own one to three pound weights. The program is designed to exercise
muscles, improve balance and coordination, and to improve overall health. These exercises are intended
to strengthen your body for safer and more enjoyable biking.
We meet at the Bay View Community Center, 1320 E. Oklahoma in Bay View from 1:00 – 2:00 on
Tuesdays and Fridays. The good news is that it is FREE. Just bring your own hand weights.
For further information, call Dick Knepper at 414-232-4627

Volunteers Needed……………….
We are looking for volunteers to work a rest stop for the American Diabetes Association Milwaukee Tour
De Cure 2018. The event will start at Hoyt Park on Saturday, July 14. Bay View Bicycle Club will be at
rest stop #4 Grant Park (mile 43.5). There will be (2) time slots available for volunteers: 8:30 am-10:30
am and 10:30 am-1:30 pm (or whenever the last rider goes through). These time slots allow time for
set-up and tear down. We are looking for 4-6 volunteers for each time slot. This is a good opportunity
to raise awareness of our club and hopefully find some new members! A sign-up sheet will be available
at the May Membership Meeting. If you won’t be at the meeting and want to sign up, please email me
at info@BayViewBikeClub. Please include your org preferred time slot. Thank you in advance for helping
out this great cause and for promoting our club!
Event information:
Registration Opens: 6:30 am
63 mile Route Start: 7:30 am
30 mile Route Start: 9:30 am
12 mile Route Start: 10:00 am
2.5 mile Run Start: 10:30 am
2.5 mile Walk Start: 10:30 am (after runners)
Julie Franco
Promotions Chair
info@BayViewBikeClub.org

Past Presidents Picnic
(Picnic was on June 16)

(Bike cookies made by Joyce)

35 Riders
30 Miles from Virmond Park to Port Washington Marina
Sunny and Warm
Nice variety of Food from culinary experts.
Great conversation.
Perfect Picnic

Past Presidents Rich, Beth, Gil

Grill Masters Rich & Joe

Door County Ride & Picnic
Live Music
Sunday, September 2
(Bay View Bicycle Club members only)

WHAT: BIKE RIDE/HIKE, PICNIC AND MUSIC
WHEN: SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 2 (Labor Day Weekend)
WHERE: DOOR COUNTY
WHO: DAN AND TIERNEY LALOR
TIME: 9:30 AM
30 and/or 40 mile bicycle ride, depending on rider’s abilities and desires OR join Tierney for a long
walk/hike starting from our house along quiet country roads and through private paths
PICNIC TIME: 12:00 TO 3:00
BRING: Meat and water provided. Bring a dish to pass, your own beverages and a lawn chair. For
bicycle riders that are slower, ample food will be held back for those later arrivals.
Whether you join in the bike ride or hike or not - join us for the picnic

MUSIC: Two members of the Glacial Drifters Band, guitar/banjo and guitar/guitar duo
Music from about 12:30 TO 3:30
RAIN OR SHINE EVENT: We will have a tent set-up for shade or rain
RSVP: PLEASE EMAIL OR CALL
tlalor1425@charter.net
Tierney and Dan Lalor
(920) 261-6608 home in Watertown
(920) 390-0054 Dan’s cell

Tours & Rides
By Jill Litzenberg

Photo by member Ted Gast

If you would like your rides and tours listed for other club members to see, please send me your
information. I will send out weekly updates to club members only.

Newsletter@BayViewBikeClub.org

Ride to Read
Saturday August 11th
By Mike Dix

The Ride to Read is an easy, unique ride starting in Portage, only about 1 1/2 hours from Milwaukee.
see www.kiwanisridetoread.com
Several members of Bay View Bike Club and Nordic Ski Club participated in this ride last year. It's a flat,
easy ride through Amish farm country north east of Portage. Even though it's not that far away, I had
never really seen this part of the state before. The ride is run by the friendly people of the Portage
Kiwanis Club. You will ride past lots of Amish farms and businesses with many horses and wagons. There
will be a lot of great homemade food and only a few hundred riders. It was one of the nicest charity
rides I've done in years.
We plan to start riding at 8:30am. Ride distances are 15 to 62 miles. Cost is 25 or 30 dollars, no
additional fundraising required. Register in advance or in person at the ride. Please register on your
own. If you are interested in Car pooling, Contact me at dix83@sbcglobal.net and I will try to facilitate
it. No need to RSVP.

4th Annual Northwoods Ride
By Linda Roesel

Thank you to everyone who shared dinner and boat rides with Tom and I. The weekend was filled with
wild life; the eagle has two eaglets that showed up on Monday. We were visited by 6 deer meandering
across the road in a 7 mile stretch. The scenery on bike friendly roads in the Northwoods was the best
ever for the 12 club members who attended. The weather was hot and humid but the trails had a
beautiful canopy of trees to remind us of being deep in the woods. We hugged many lake shores along
the way and enjoyed the peaceful escape from urban life. There were a couple mishaps along the way:
Jill over the hill and gravel is not your friend for those who miss turns due to jaw overload  Many folks
have already made their lodging reservations for 2019. Hope to see more members next year.

Thank You Linda
By Sharon Stephens

I would just like to drop a note to tell Linda how much fun we had over Memorial Day weekend in the
Northwoods. We can’t thank you enough for all your time and hard work organizing the bike routes and
Saturday night’s dinner. Thank you so much for opening your lake home to us. We enjoyed the excellent
dinner and the relaxing boat ride while watching the eagles and the sunset over the lake. You and Tom
are terrific hosts. I hope we are all invited back again next year because I think most of us booked our
rooms for next year already! All of us were touched by your thoughtfulness.
Thanks again,
Sharon Stephens and The Group

The bike trails were beautiful.

Taking a break in Boulder Junction.

Cooling down and having lunch.

Forest roads every day.

Saturday evening at Linda’s house in the Northwoods.

Bay View Bicycle Club Kits
Kits and T-shirts were ordered in June and should be arriving in the next few weeks!
Thanks Joe Fischer for arranging all the details.

*************************************

Scenic Riders
By Jill Litzenberg

Because the Scenic Riders is a newer group, we have had to tweak it in order for it to work better for
everyone. Based on the group’s feedback, we have made the following changes:
*We now have two groups of riders:
9-12mph (or slower; the group will decide that day) no drop riding the shortest route
12-15mph drop riding different miles (usually the short/medium distances)
An email will be sent out to the Scenic Riders group weekly and people can respond back to everyone if
they plan on riding. On ride day, hang back for a few minutes to group up with other Scenic Riders. We
have a lot of new members in the club this year. Don’t be shy. Introduce yourselves to each other and
have fun!
Please send me your questions, concerns, and suggestions.
If you would like to join this group, please send me an email at Newsletter@BayViewBikeClub.org

Ride Chair Information
By Andy Sikorski

Depending upon whether you listen to the astronomers or the meteorologists, it’s either late spring or
early summer. Whatever you call it, there’s no doubt that the weather has been a bit challenging so far
this riding season. Between a couple of heat waves and four rainouts, we’ve had far too few days with
good riding weather.
I’m going to blame those rainouts for some changes to the upcoming schedule, though these updates
are also based upon my availability to join for any new or significantly updated routes (I feel obligated to
be there so that I can hear Joe whine about the hills):
Saturday, July 14th: Was Lagrange / Whitewater Lake -now- River Hills / Grafton
- The new Whitewater Lake route is being pushed back to one of the ‘TBD’ dates on Labor Day
weekend. River Hills / Grafton was rained out on May 20th, so it’s being moved here.
Sunday, July 15th: Was Dousman -now- Dousman
- You read that correctly. I only list it because Dousman was briefly shown on the website on a different
date. If you blinked, you missed it, but just in case anyone noticed, I wanted to confirm that it will
remain on its originally scheduled date.
Saturday, July 21st: Was Oconomowoc Lake Country -now- Secret Bong Roads
- Oconomowoc Lake Country will take another of the Labor Day weekend slots. Secret Bong Roads was
poorly attended due to cool and rainy weather on May 12th, so it is being moved here.
The website has the updated versions of the annual and two-month schedules. The latter also appears
in this newsletter.
Remember also that all BVBC members are entitled to free access to the club page on Ride with GPS.
This is a very popular app which provides turn by turn guidance during our club rides. If you’re
interested in signing up, please send me an e-mail via the Info@BayViewBikeClub.org address, and I’ll
reply with the RwGPS link and instructions.

Ride Coordinator Responsibilities

Being a ride coordinator is a great way to meet people and earn additional rider points.
It’s easy!
Arrive at least 20-30 minutes early so that all riders have time to sign the sign-up/waiver sheet.
Provide the route map and cue sheet to riders after they sign the waiver.
Before the Ride
*Confirm that all riders have signed the waiver sheet.
*Acknowledge new members and guests.
*Ask riders which distance they will be riding including Scenic Riders group.
*Relay route information updates and changes for road construction, detours, etc.
*Mention rest stop opportunities.
*Have riders do a quick “buddy check” to ensure that everyone is prepared for a safe ride: helmets
on, packs zipped, quick releases secure, water bottles, etc.
*Ask if anyone is interested in going out for lunch after the ride (with hand raise).
*In case of an accident involving more serious injury or property damage, fill out the incident report
that is enclosed in the packet with the cue sheets. This will allow a claim to be submitted to our
insurer. Call 911 if needed.
*Remind riders that we are obligated to follow the rules of the road.
After the Ride (Things to provide to the Ride Chair Andy)
*Return the waiver sheet and ride packet so that everyone can qualify for rider points and to satisfy
our insurance requirements.
*Note: Anyone can do the following
*Include any items that were noted during the ride.
*List any needed additions, clarifications or corrections to the cue sheet and map.
*List any concerns regarding the route and any information which would improve the club experience
the next time that the route is ridden.
If, due to inclement weather or other route conditions, the Ride Coordinator deems it unsafe to ride as
scheduled, he/she has sole authority to cancel the ride. In such cases, notify the Ride Chair Andy
(BVBCBoard@gmail.org or text) of the cancellation as soon as you are able. If possible, post this
information on the club Facebook page.
***********************************************

Ride Schedule for June 11, 2018 – July 31, 2018
All Rides Start at 10am April and October and 9am May through September
Tuesdays- Morning Rides (May - October) - miles vary
Start at 9:00am from Beulah Brinton Community Center, 2555 S Bay St, Bay View. Routes
determined day of ride but are usually around 20 miles.
Jun 16, 2018- Past Presidents Picnic - 30 miles
Starts Virmond Park. Ride open to all/Picnic for members only. Bring dish to pass or $10. Easy ride
along Lake Michigan to Port Washington and back. - Starts at Virmond Park in Mequon. Take I-43 to
Mequon Rd. East on Mequon Rd. to Lakeshore Dr. South approximately 3/4 mile to Virmond Park
(on left). Approximate drive time: 25 minutes from Zoo.
Jun 17, 2018- South Hills - 23, 37, 51 miles
Mostly flat ride through Racine County farmlands. - Starts at South Hills Golf Course in Racine
County. Take I-94 south to County K, exit on K, take east frontage road 1.5 miles south to golf
course. Approx drive time :25 minutes from Zoo.
Jun 23, 2018- Lake Mills Triangle - 29, 41, 56 miles
Very scenic ride from Lake Mills to Cambridge and west to Lake Kegonsa State Park. Longer routes
hilly. - I-94 west (Exit 259 - Lake Mills), south on Hwy 89 approximately 2 miles, right on Sandy
Beach Road. Park in Rotary Park lot, approximately .2 miles (enter at west end). Approximate drive
time from zoo: 50 minutes.
Jun 24, 2018- Cedarburg - 25, 34, 49 miles
Very scenic ride through rural area north of Cedarburg. - Starts at Centennial Park. Take I-43 north
to County C (exit 89), west on C to Wauwatosa Rd (181), right on Wauwatosa Rd to Bridge St. Right
on Bridge St. to Evergreen Blvd, left on Evergreen Blvd approximately three blocks. Street parking or
Pool/Waterpark lot.
Jun 30, 2018- White River Trail - 21, 37 miles
Scenic ride west of Burlington through Lyons and Springfield via the White River State Trail.
Alternate 37 mile return avoids unpaved trail and trail pass requirement. - Starts at Echo Park in
Burlington. Take US 45 south to Loomis Rd, turn right on Loomis Rd/WI 36 south for 17.6 miles. Stay
to the right to exit on Milwaukee Ave. Continue 3.5 miles on Milwaukee Ave to Echo Prk. 35 minuts
from the zoo. State Trail pass required for 37 mile route.
Jul 1, 2018- Waukesha - Wern Valley - 30, 44 miles
Ride through rural Waukesha County to Genesee Depot. Somewhat hilly. Long route also goes to
North Prairie. - Starts at Fox River Sanctuary in Waukesha. Take I-94 West to Waukesha Cty F and
turn left. Take Cty F/Redford Blvd/North St southwest for 3.4 miles. Turn right onto St. Paul Ave and
continue 0.3 miles. Turn left onto Prairie Ave. 0.3 miles to College Ave. Parking lot is on right.
Approximate drive time: 20 minutes from Zoo
Jul 7, 2018- Menomonee Falls/Neosho - 29, 50, 60 miles
Ride west from Menomenee Falls to Neosho and back. Scenic and very challenging in spots. - Starts
at Village Park in Menomonee Falls. Take I-94 west to US 45. North on 45 to Appleton Ave.
Northwest on Appleton Ave to Garfield Dr. (across from bank in downtown). Left on Garfield Dr. to
Village Park on left. Approximate drive time: 20 minutes from Zoo.

Jul 8, 2018- Brown Deer to Cedarburg - 32 miles
Fairly easy ride, mostly rural areas through River Hills, Mequon and Cedarburg. - Starts at Brown
Deer Park. Take I-43 north to Exit 80 (Good Hope Road). Turn left and drive west on Good Hope to
Teutonia Ave (2.1 miles). Turn right and drive north on Teutonia to Calumet (0.5 miles). Cross RR
tracks and turn left into the parking lot next to the tennis courts. Drive time from Zoo Interchange:
25 minutes.
Jul 14, 2018- River Hills / Grafton - 31, 48 miles (change from original 2018 schedule)
Ride north through River Hills, Mequon, Thiensville and Grafton. Return along Lake Michigan. Starts at Kletzsch Park. Take I-43 north to Good Hope Rd. Go west one mile to Milwaukee River
Pkwy. South in parkway approximately one mile to parking lot on west side.
Jul 15, 2018- Dousman - 20, 36 miles
Very scenic rural ride around Dousman area with some rolling hills. - Starts at the Dousman village
parking lot, 118 S. Main St in Dousman. Take I-94 west to WI 67 (Oconomowoc exit), south on WI
67 approximately 3.4 miles, right on US Hwy 18/Sunset Dr for .5 miles, turn left on Main St and go .8
miles. Park in the new village parking lot just south of the Drumlin bike trail. There are restroom
facilities in adjacent the park. Drive time about 30 minutes from the Zoo.
Jul 21, 2018- Secret Bong Roads - 27, 37, 48 miles (change from original 2018 schedule)
NEW 48 MILE ROUTE FOR 2018: Ride through western Racine County and Bong Recreation Area.
Long route goes to Silver Lake. - Starts at Union Grove City Government building - 925 15th Ave.,
Union Grove. Take I94 south to Hwy 11. Take Hwy 11 west to Union Grove. City government
building is at the intersection of Hwy 11 and US 45 (next to McDonalds). Parking lot is behind the
building.
Jul 22, 2018- Greenfield Southwest - 28, 47 miles
Rural ride going through Muskego, New Berlin and Wind Lake. - Starts at Greenfield Park. Take I894, exit at Greenfield Ave. Go west to 124th St. Turn Left on 124th and left into park at the Cool
Waters Sign. Park in the north lot across from the Cool Waters Pool.
Jul 28, 2018- Holland Festival - 32 miles
Ride along Lake Michigan to Kohler Andrae State Park. Visit Cedar Grove Holland Festival following
the ride. - Starts at the Citgo Station 905 Sauk Trail Rd Cedar Grove. Take I43 north to exit 113, Hwy
32. Turn left (west) on Hwy 32, cross over I43. the gas station is on the right.
Jul 29, 2018- Coalition Picnic (BVBC is guest) - TBD miles
TBD - TBD

Did you scroll through the whole newsletter to look for your Rider Points?!?!

Rider Point Totals
Oct 1, 2017 — June 10, 2018
(not including Tuesday, May 8th)

Rider

Points

Rider

Points

Rider

Points

Soriano, Joseph
Schmidt, Jeff
Mowery, Dean
Sikorski, Andy
Roessl, Linda
Ziegler, Suzanne
Fishman, Steve
Blakely, Chuck
Smiley, Michael
Tuckwood, Debra
Dix, Michael
Donahue, David
Ziegler, Joel
Gast, Ted
Hogan, Helen
Siebers, Scott
Torres, Jeff
Schwabe, MaryJo
Sullivan, Tim
Templin, Tod
Temple, Mark
Murray, Bob
Santoro, Ron
Temple, Rich
Lamers, Kim
McAttee, Eric
Burdick, Jerry
Wojtal, Norm
Zur, Kimberley
Panagiotopoulos, Harry
Franco, Julie
Aschenbrenner, Gary
Montgomery, Bobbie
Rindahl, J D
Wojtal, Prati
Tallberg, Janet
Willman, Jan Marie
Nicol, Steve
Lerand, Bill
Lerand, Carol

855
814
771
607
568
528
514
460
453
428
407
369
365
348
346
277
269
264
264
259
252
249
244
236
207
199
198
196
196
189
183
175
173
173
170
167
165
161
156
156

Paque, Sam
Fischer, Joe
Meyer, Craig
Matson, Kevin
Stephens, Sharon
Wolfgram, Heather
Henn, Milton
Schmidt, Deb
Haas, Jill
Litzenberg, Jill
Hancock, Mary
Burton, Becky
Hegland, Carol
Cadkin, Lewis
Lambeth, Kelly
Crown, Ron
Dames, William
Brinkman, Ashley
Cannon, Pete
Duffey, Diane
Stoner, Joyce
Labinski, Dennis
Kliegman, Sharon
Zalewski, Mark
Kuhs, Kelly
Binkowski, Joslyn
Gresl, Lois
Ziegler, Megan
Rutkowski, Ron
Manteau, Carl
Orosa, Jojo
Pessarelli, Luigi
Peterson, Beth
Borchardt, Jeff
Neesley, Dan
Scheeler, Elyse
Wojciechowski, Marsha
Dadian, Joan
Klein, Robert
Douglas, Pat

154
153
151
145
142
138
135
132
128
122
118
115
114
109
108
107
103
100
98
97
96
94
93
86
80
79
79
79
77
73
73
72
71
70
70
70
70
67
67
58

Moranski, Erica
Beachkofski, Clare
Long, Sara
Heller, Brenda
Schwabe, John
Gibbs, Tamara
Labinski, Mary
Christensen, Jean
Benz, Eric
Connors, Dennis
Blanchard, Stephen
Martinez, Andy
Ritchie, Sharon
Sandler, Mark
Zellner, John
Medina, Celeste
Patterson, Andy
Patterson, Maria
Taylor, Clyde
Meagher, Gary
Rosenberg, David
Umhoefer, Ron
Milinovich, Sarah
Sibinski, Elisa
Stachowiak Jr, Keith
Stachowiak Sr, Keith
Stueland, Lisa
Truskowski, Chris
Byrne, Sandy
Trusky, Pauline
Carse, Cecelia
Wild, Mary Beth
Wild, Michael
Gajewski, Sherry
Ellington, Pauline
Kitzinger, Joe
Wodke, Christine
Peterson, Pat
Bivens, Bob

54
51
51
50
50
45
42
37
36
36
35
35
34
34
33
29
28
28
28
26
26
26
25
25
25
25
25
25
24
23
22
22
22
21
20
20
20
16
10

And now…a Novel by Rich Temple

Paradise by the Garmin Light
By Rich Temple

It was a dark and stormy night as I rolled into St Germain. The streets were quiet, most of the shops
were closed, which at first, I thought was odd but then I remembered this weekend marked the start of
the summer season. There was no reason for the shops to be open; no one else was here… yet.
I was in St Germain to meet up with the rest of my bike club, twelve of the best riders in Northern
Wisconsin. We had heard rumors of quiet back roads, flowing trails with lakes, forests all around, and
scenery too beautiful to describe. We had to check it out!
As I drove through town, a sign caught my attention…”Northwoods Rest Motel”…the perfect place to
spend a few days. I checked in and settled down for a good night’s rest. There would be exploring to do
tomorrow.
Since the rest of the club wasn’t due to arrive for another day, I had extra time to explore. Catching the
“Heart of Vilas County Trail” behind the motel, I made my way north. It wasn’t long before the beauty of
the Northwoods began to show. At a small wayside just out of town I stopped to take a few pictures and
as I put away my camera I noticed another cyclist pointing up. I looked up in time to see a bald eagle fly
directly overhead. It was a spectacular sight. Continuing on, I could feel the stress of the week melt away
and in its place was a sense of calm and peacefulness…until a deer walked in front of me, stopping in the
middle of the trail. We seemed to be at a standoff. The deer wasn’t moving and I needed to get by. I
decided to do the one thing I knew would get the deer to move. I took out my camera and sure enough,
it ran off into the woods. I made it to my destination in Sayner a short while later. While in Sayner, I
stopped to talk to Mary, the owner of “The Corner Store”, a known biker hangout. I wanted to make
sure that she would be ready for our arrival the next day. After assuring me she would be, I was off for
the return trip to St Germain. Once again, the fresh air, tall pines, and smooth trail worked their way
into my psyche and I relaxed. This was the life, and tomorrow would be even better.
Thunderstorms passed through the Northwoods that evening but by early afternoon the weather had
cleared and the roads and trails were mostly dry. It was time to meet up with the rest of the club in
Sayner. We met at “The Corner Store” and decided to bike the trail from Sayner to Boulder Junction.
This part of “The Hearth of Vilas County Trail” was superb. It wasn’t as flat or straight as the section I had
done yesterday; it began to meander a bit more and had some rolling terrain. We rode past Crystal Lake
and the trail turned back through the forest. The trail came in and out of the forest a few times before
heading down to the eastern shore of Trout Lake, one of the largest lakes in the area. The ride along the
lake was pleasant as the day was getting hot and it was cooler along the shaded shoreline. After we
passed Trout Lake, it was a short ride to downtown Boulder Junction. Boulder Junction was supposed to
be a short turn around stop on the ride, however, the ladies with us had heard of a fine jewelry store
located on the edge of town, specializing in the finest Northwoods designs, so our departure was
delayed. The ride back went smoothly and when we arrived at “The Corner Store”, Mary was true to her
word and was ready for us. After getting our fill of ice cream, it was time to head back to the motel.
The next day started out hot. We were starting out of Eagle River and riding to the Forest Lake Country
Store in Land o’ Lakes for lunch. The route is mostly on quiet country roads; only a short distance would
be on trails. This route was a bit different than the others. The roads were more evenly split between
forest and open space farm-type scenery. The roads were not heavily trafficked; I think we saw as many
ATVs as we did cars. The ride to Land o’ Lakes was uneventful but fun and we had lots of time to talk and
catch up with friends. Now, while I’m sure you could find a bad place to eat in the area, we haven’t been
able to do that. We stopped at the “Forest Lake Country Store” for lunch and it was delicious. After

lunch it was time to head back to Eagle River and then back to the motel to get ready for the big party
being thrown by Linda and her husband Tom at their lake home near Minocqua.
We had decided the previous evening to get an earlier start for our Sunday ride to try and beat the
afternoon heat. We would be meeting in Boulder Junction and riding to Manitowish Waters. The ride
out would be using the trail and coming back would be on the roads. The trail going out to Manitowish
Waters is unlike anything I have ever ridden before. Once you leave Boulder Junction, the trail parallels
the main roads yet stays almost completely hidden from view. The trail is laid out so that it curves
around the trees and other features of the land and there are even a few bike bridges built over the
rivers the trail crosses. The other notable feature of this section of the trail is that it is very flat. When
we arrived in Manitowish Waters we stopped at Dietz’s gas station for a short rest break and to discuss
our options for the return trip. Several in the group wished to return to Boulder Junction via the trail,
while the rest of us returned via a road route using the lightly traveled back roads. Once we were all
back in Boulder Junction we headed back to our motel for some rest and to get ready for our last day of
riding.
We had wanted to have an early start on our last day of riding because many in our group were planning
on heading home after the ride. However, storms had once again passed through during the night and it
was still raining lightly around the start time we had planned. Unfortunately, this meant some of our
riders would miss this last ride. Those of us who were able to stay waited until the rain stopped and then
we went for a ride around St. Germain and the Rainbow Flowage. Despite the rainy start, the day
cleared up quickly and was very pleasant. We started riding from our motel and had the roads almost all
to ourselves. During the first 6 miles of the ride we saw 7 deer. After that, the wildlife sightings fell off
and we enjoyed the lake views as we rode around Little St. Germain Lake and past the Rainbow Flowage
on the way back to the motel. The ride ended quietly as we got back. All that was left to do was pack up
our things and get to ready to leave…and start planning for next year.

***********************************

Newsletter
By Jill Litzenberg

All club members are welcome and encouraged to submit articles of interest and pictures to the
newsletter. Send articles and pictures to me by the 10th of each month.
Newsletter@BayViewBikeClub.org

Facebook
Check out our club Facebook page for up-to-date information and events.

Let’s Be Safe Out There!

